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liquor traffic, with its ravages on hearth and home, arc not
less prophetic. Nowhere are the moral implications of this
traffic more trenchantly set forth. Wesley made the British
public realize that drunkenness is a disgrace; he shamed
the "peeping galleries" out of use; he silenced the stupid
boasts of "five" and "six-bottle53 men; he started the first
militant temperance movement the English-speaking world
has known.
War he repudiated as the antithesis of every Christian
virtue—"a horrid reproach to the Christian name, yea to
the name of man, to all reason and humanity".1 Economic
tyranny and political corruption he never wearied of con-
demning ; rotten boroughs and feudal land laws he held up
to public scorn; the bloodthirsty penal code and the legal
chicanery by which it was interpreted and executed he
exposed to the withering blast of his moral indignation.
Taxes on workmen's food and turnpikes on the high-
roads he denounced as wicked machinations saddling the
common people with burdens too grievous to be borne.
Intimate contact with Ireland caused him to discover
in England's treatment of that unhappy land the sure
seeds of revolt; while her persistence in forcing upon
the Irish, ecclesiastical institutions alien to their sympathy
made his blood boil. As for pluralities and sinecures, which
had so corrupted the National Church, he lost no oppor-
tunity of exposing them; whereas the prevailing prison
system he described as "a nursery for all manner of wicked-
ness'5, and never did he cease to work for "humane treat-
ment".
In spite of organized opposition and mob violence, Wesley
visited every town, village and hamlet throughout the
kingdom; and as the Cambridge Modern History says: "Where-
ever he passed he left memorials in the shape of schools,
1 See "Address to the more serious part of the Inhabitants of Great Britain
respecting the Unhappy Contest between us and our American Brethren*9
{1776}.

